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LESSON PLAN EXAMPLES FROM IERS PROJECT

In this documents are collected examples of Lesson Plans created by the piloting teachers oft he previous project „Intercultural Education through Religious Studies“.
Lesson Plan n° 1 
Title: Introduction to Buddhism. 
Module used: Buddhism I. Brief Overview
Subject Area: 3rd grade Catholic Religion Education 
Type of school: Upper-intermediate
Country: Italy

AIMS	Briefly describe the lesson training goals:	- Knowledge:	Prince Siddharta’s life,	Benarese’s speech	Definition of samsara, karma, impermanence, awareness, eightfold path, meditation 	Difference between reincarnation and resurrection		- Skills:	Face evil, death, joy and pain, by using religions’ contributions to build a personal, critic, flexible and conscious view		- Abilities: 	Be able to compare and contrast some doctrinal elements of Buddhism and Hinduism, as well as some dogma belonging to monotheisms	
THEMES		The path, organized in three meetings, started with an interaction activity whose main theme was Benarese’s speech. From a didactic point of view, it contributed to raise interest and curiosity on the theme through a recreational activity.	By using iconographic resources within the platform, the meeting started with prince Siddhartha's life story and continued with Benares's speech. Afterwards, always through the available resources, it worked on karma, impermanence, resurrection, reincarnation, samsara and eightfold path, by always considering a comparison with other religions.		
BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE	The class almost ignored the theme.	
MODULE USED	The module chosen concerned Buddhism. Iconographic and textual resources, belonging to the first six sections, were chosen. 		
LINKS AND COHERENCE WITH CURRICULUM	planning fully respected the module. Please bear in mind that teaching Catholicism is NOT religious in Italy. It is not catechism. This means that the complete conformity between the module and my planning was not only at a thematic level, but even at a methodological and organizational one.	
LESSON PLAN	Introduce the theme and motivate students: interaction activity on Benares's speech. Frontal intervention: prince Siddhartha's life – 1-hour lesson	Links with Hindu tradition. Reincarnation and castes. End of Benares's speech. Material: iconographic resources within the platform. Part of the movie “Little Buddha”. 1-hour lesson	Evil and death: a nightmare for religious people or atheists? Brainstorming with the class. What religions say about evil and death. Excursus on monotheisms. Karma, impermanence, resurrection, reincarnation, samsara and eightfold path. 1-hour lesson	
CLASS MANAGEMENT		The class had no difficulties. The theme itself referred to deep and important issues of human condition: joy and pain, life and death. Students were very attentive and motivated. Their participation was punctual and personal.


Lesson Plan n° 2
Title: Introduction to Fundamentalism
Module used: Religions and Fundamentalisms
Subject Area: 10th grade History
Type of school: Upper-intermediate
Country: Germany

LEARNERS		The module was tested in the 10th grade history lesson. The students are generally interested, but still have little knowledge and skills in this field. Overall, knowledge of social relevance and political issues is not very pronounced. The pupils are very interested in cultural and socially critical topics.
AIMS	The students should deal with the issue of differentiated fundamentalism. Awareness of relationships (fundamentalism and religion) and different forms of fundamentalism and their similarities and differences should be encouraged.
OBJECTIVES			-Knowledge 	Students learn and understand the definition of fundamentalism and the conceptual distinction to religion and terrorism.	Pupils deal with different forms of the phenomenon of fundamentalism.	- Skills 	Pupils recognize fundamentalism on the basis of central features and can differentiate the phenomenon in its various religious manifestations.	Pupils understand that fundamentalism in its definition is not a product of Islam.	Pupils understand the difference between religion, fundamentalism and terrorism.	-Competences 	The Pupils are able to deal on the basis of the module contents with the topic fundamentalism.	The Pupils can understand fundamentalist embossed events better and report their backgrounds.
THEMES	Religion and Fundamentalism
BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE	Pupils have a little knowledge about the religions Christianity and Islam and are familiar to some extent with their extreme forms. Moreover, they have superficial knowledge of current and past events that have fundamentalist backgrounds. Overall, however, contexts and backgrounds are little known.	
MODULE USED 	For the lesson module Religion and Fundamentalism was chosen:	In particular:	Section 1-5	Section 6 was used as a deepening in a subsequent lesson	(Focus on terrorism)	The individual sources were used at different stages of teaching, partly also comparatively opposed.
LINKS AND COHERENCE WITH YOUR CURRICULUM	Excerpt of the curriculum of the Bavarian Gymnasian (upper secondary school, history, 10th grade): 	G 10.3 Europe and the world after the end of the east-west-conflict (ca. 9 hours):	Clash of cultures in a globalized world: Examples of conflicts (e.g. "September 11") and opportunities (e.g. cultural exchanges.)	After dealing with the topic „dissolution of the blocks after the Cold War“, the treatment of new conflicts and trouble spots is provided in the 10th grade history. In the context of international terrorism the topic fundamentalism is very well suited as a basis for understanding of backgrounds.	
ACTIVITIES	Introduction:(6 Min.)	For introduction to the topic, the sources 1 to 4 were used. The comparative study of the concept of fundamentalism should be introduced.	Teacher lecture with supporting questions:
Which topics can be seen on the billboards / posters of the demonstrators? (reflective questions)	What similarities and differences can be observed?	How do you call this expression of religion / religious understanding?		Topic: Introduction to the term fundamentalism		Elaboration: (6 min.)
Class discussion: first discuss the meaning of the term "fundamentalism".
What are its general characteristics? (Deepening questions)
Teacher presentation: In addition to the results in class discussion the definition is explained.
Securing the results on the board.		Elaboration: Characteristics and forms of fundamentalism (25 min.)		Group work 3: In group work, divided into three large groups, characteristics and backgrounds of
- Christian
- Islamic
- and Jewish fundamentalism
were elaborated.
Material: In addition to the information and materials in the module the groups got additional information on the three topics. (to answer the questions this was necessary)
To edit the topics the corresponding key questions should be answered.
The results were recorded by the pupils and the class presents.	Intensification 1: (7 Min.)	class discussion	Can fundamentalism be associated only with (a) particular religion (s)? Discuss. (reflective question)
As an impulse the image of Breivik was shown;
The cultural expression differentiates the image of fundamentalism and its forms at the end of the lesson again.	Intensification 2: (5 Min.)	Pair work: Which connection have the terms Religion – Fundamentalism – Terrorism?	Formulate three theses.	Used forms of communication:	Teacher lecture, classroom discussion, group work, pair work	The module in this way should be conducted in a double period. Times presented were corrected after testing upwards as a lesson of 45 minutes is not sufficient.




Lesson Plan n° 3
Title: Body in Buddhism and Christianity
Module used: Religions and the Body
Subject Area: Year 9 Ethics/Philosophy
Type of school: Upper-intermediate
Country: Germany
LEARNERS		Group of 22 Year 9 students (15-years old), Ethics/Philosophy class, “Gymnasium” in Bavaria/Germany
AIMS	General aim of the lesson: Introduction to topic Religion and the body, revision of key Buddhist teaching covered earlier this year	Phases:	1st phase: Introduction picture analysis: brainstorming major world religions and the body	2nd phase: Main part	Body in Buddhism Source 2 Discourse on Noble Eightfold Path, revision of Buddhism covered earlier this year.	Body in Buddhism Source 3 Picture analysis Pu-tai Buddha: how does it relate to source Noble eightfold path? Contradiction?	Discussion: relationship body – spiritual growth? How this relationship is represented in German culture	3rd phase: Deepening: source Catholic catechism: relationship to the body in Christianity. Discussion about Christian attitudes towards sex and the body, revision of topic covered earlier this year	(Teacher) Teacher/Students’ roles and attitudes:	Teacher-oriented teaching, Phases of pair work (2nd phase: Source analysis and picture analysis)	Skills to improve, techniques/strategies to try out: Analysis of pictures, analysis of text sources, revision of key aspects covered in Year 9 Ethics/Philosophy under a new aspect (the body)
OBJECTIVES			Knowledge: students revise key elements of Buddhism, Students will be better able to understand the Buddhist teachings of the noble eightfold path	Skills: Skills in picture and text analysis, students compare the role the body plays in Buddhism with the role it plays in German society/Christianity	Competencies: Students realize that looking at the relationship between body and religion leads to insights about the specific religion and enables comparisons between different religions, , students will be able to reflect about the role the body plays in their own culture/in Christianity
TOPICS		Religion and the body in Buddhism vs. Religion and the body in the students’ culture/in Christianity, reading/text analysis skills; picture analysis skills
BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE	Pre-knowledge, familiarity with the topic: students are familiar with the key teachings of Buddhism as well as with the orthodox Catholic views on sex and marriage
MODULED USED		Powerpoint and Handout with text sources and pictures from module Religion of the Body:	1st phase: Selection of pictures from the module for the brainstorming at the beginning of the lesson. 	2nd Phase:	Body in Buddhism Source 2 Discourse on Noble Eightfold Path	 Body in Buddhism Source 3 Picture analysis Pu-tai Buddha	3rd Phase:	source Catholic catechism
LINKS AND COHERENCE WITH YOUR CURRICULUM	The Year 9 curriculum for ethics for Gymnasium in Bavaria covers the topics “Buddhism” and partnership/sexuality, so the lesson at the end of the school year was a revision & extension of the subject matter covered.
ACTIVITIES	1st phase (10min): Lead-in: brainstorming major world religions and the body (Powerpoint slide with different pictures from the module), teacher-student dialogue, whole class	2nd phase (25min): Main part	Body in Buddhism Source 2 Discourse on Noble Eightfold Path, revision of Buddhism covered earlier this year (Students read the text, discuss questions first in pairs, then teacher-student-dialogue with the whole class)	Body in Buddhism Source 3 Picture analysis Pu-tai Buddha: how does it relate to source Noble eightfold path? Contradiction? (whole class, teacher-student dialogue)	Discussion: relationship body – spiritual growth? How this relationship is represented in German culture	3rd phase (10min): Deepening: source Catholic catechism: relationship to the body in Christianity. Discussion about Christian attitudes towards sex and the body, revision of topic covered earlier this year (teacher-student dialogue, whole class) 
CLASSROOM & PROBLEM MANAGEMENT		22 students;  Methods: frontal-teaching, teacher-student dialogue, discussions individual work/pair work; classroom with computer/beamer;  lesson 45 minutes
OTHER	-



Lesson Plan n° 4
Title: Introduction to Judaism and links with local realities
Module used: Introduction to Judaism II. Themes
Subject Area: 2nd grade, Catholic Religion Education
Type of school: Lower-intermediate
Country: Italy

AIMS		Briefly describe the lesson training goals:	Knowledge: Story of Jewish people	The Tabernacle and Jerusalem Temple;	Structure and function of the synagogue;	Marking time in Judaism;	Story, development and features of the local Jewish community in Monte San Savino			Skills:	Recognize the expressive language of Judaism, through its story, symbols, prayers and places of worship;	Recognize, within the territory, the signs left by the Jewish community through years;	Discover how two different religious communities coexisted within a unique local reality, like in Monte San Savino;	Identify the central topic of some biblical texts, especially those that contain the main features of Judaism’s story.		Competence: 	Be able to interact with people from different religions, by developing an identity that is able to receive, measure itself and have a dialogue.	
TOPICS		The path, developed through 4 weeks, is organized in two main branches. The first one links to the analysis of the local Jewish community’s birth in Monte San Savino, by referring to the most popular characters that connoted its story, like Salomon Fiorentino. The second branch links to analyzing the foundations of Judaism: starting with worship places that came in succession through time, it continues by analyzing the most important rites and celebrations that connote social and religious life.	
BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE	The group-class dealt with the issues proposed with a proper competence and a very satisfactory linguistic knowledge.	
DIGITAL MODULE USED		The digital module that was chosen is “Introduction to Judaism II”, with particular reference to sections 2 and 4. The class found the iconographic section and the didactic materials the most useful resources.	
LINKS AND COHERENCE WITH CURRICULUM	The detailed study of the basic and historical moments of different religions is integral part of teaching religion in schools. Historical themes and economic-social analysis, concerning, for example, the relationships existing among the different Jewish communities that occupy local realities, are linked to this study.	
LESSON PLAN	Please describe the activities expected by the lesson.	Example:	Schedules: 4 hours through 4 weeks	After introducing the general guidelines to the class, students were divided into groups of 2-3 people and were given an issue to be developed by using the platform resources that were previously re-elaborated and enhanced through IT tools, such as text documents or power point presentations	Each student had to introduce his homework to the class, by using the specific language concerning the developed subjects.


Lesson Plan n° 5
Title: Introduction  to Christianity. A focus on the Orthodox tradition.
Module used: Introduction to Christianity I. History
Subject Area: 3rd and 4th Grade, History and Philosophy.
Type of school: Upper-intermediate
Country: Italy

AIMS	 	- Knowledge: 	1. Knowledge of the main stages of Christianity's development from a different perspective than the one outlined in the national curriculum;	2. Knowledge of the doctrinal and liturgical diversity inside Christianity	3. Knowledge of the first internal religious divide with the birth of the Christian Orthodox Church	-Competences	1. Be aware of the plurality of interpretations and sources that make up the universe of Christianity;	2. Understand how the past events have influenced the current way of approaching the Christian religion;	- Skills:	1. Be able to recognize the various Christian denominations identifying their distinctive features;	2. Be able to distinguish the different doctrinal and liturgical characteristics of the various Christian denominations in relation to their historical and cultural contexts.	 	 
TOPICS 	 	The themes have been selected in order to deepen the national curricular topics. In particular, attention has been drawn to the development of the Christian religion in areas outside Italy using the specificity of Orthodox tradition (rather neglected in Italian school manuals) as a case-study.
PREVIOUS KNOWLEDGE	The class was already accustomed to deal with these issues through a critical and comparative perspective.	 
USED ​​RESOURCES	 	The Christianity. History Module was used, in particular the  sections regarding the formation process of the early Christianity, the rise of the Catholic Church and the Orthodox confession.
LINKS AND COHERENCE WITH CURRICULUM	The connections are many. In the first place with the medieval and the modern age topics in history as well as with the philosophy program of the third and fourth grade.
LESSON PLAN	The work was done with the whole class together with the cooperation of the teacher of Catholic Religion Education. As first step, students have been made aware of the plurality inside Christianity and of the process of definition of the doctrinal and liturgical foundations of the different confessions belonging to the Christian foundation. Then the work in class  focused on those textual and iconographic sources that could synthetically express such different perspectives. Moreover, the lesson had an interdisciplinary scope touching issues belonging to Christian philosophy and even to medieval literature.	 
CLASS MANAGEMENT GROUP 	 	The class was very positively involved in the discussion and especially appreciated the diversity of the perspective used. They showed interest to the religious practices of Orthodox Christianity, very close to us geographically but very little studied at the school level. There were no misunderstandings on the mode of handling religious themes since the class was accustomed to address them in a critical and non-confessional way.	
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